
BWF Statutes, Section 5.5:  

PARA BADMINTON GENERAL COMPETITION 

REGULATIONS 
In Force:   01/01/2023 Version 3.0 

 

 

DEFINITIONS: 
 
Badminton Gaming: Player trading cards, games for computer and playing consoles, social 
media gaming and similar gaming concepts. 

BWF Sanctioned Tournament: As defined in Regulation 3. 

BWF Sanctioned Tournament Rights: all commercial, television, internet, webcasting, 
audio, film and other rights associated with the BWF Sanctioned Tournament. 
 
Combined Class: A group of two or three Sport Classes that are merged together for a 
competition. Combined Classes may be announced in advance in the invitation for any 
particular event. 

Combination of event: A process of merging two or more event because there are not 
enough entries in each event to hold an official competition. 

Combined Pair: A pair made up of two players from two different Sport Classes. 

Event: As defined in Regulation 2.1. 

Higher (or less impaired) Sport Class: When different Sport Classes are combined, the 
Sport Class with the higher number included in the Sport Class name is called the “less 
impaired class”; the Sport Class with the lower number included in the Sport Class name is 
called the “more impaired class”. 

International Representation: As defined in Regulation 6. 

Member: A National Association with membership or associate membership of the BWF 
according to the BWF Constitution. 

Para Badminton Organisations: Those organisations who are neither members or associate 
members, but who are formally recognised by the BWF as the responsible governing body for 
Para badminton in the country. 

PBGCR: Abbreviation for these regulations called “Para Badminton General Competition 
Regulations”, which include all regulations under Chapter 5 of the BWF Statutes. 

Participants: means all Players, Related Person or Tournament Support Personnel.  

Player: refers to any Player who enters or participates in any Para badminton Tournament, 
competition, Event or activity organised or sanctioned by the BWF or any governing body.  

Referee: The BWF or Continental Confederation appointed representative at the Tournament 
and with the role as defined in Regulation 17. 

Registered Player for Entry: A registered Player according to Regulation 5.6 eligible to be 
entered into BWF Sanctioned Para badminton Tournaments.  

Related Person: refers to any coach, trainer, therapist, physician, management 
representative, agent, family member, tournament guest, business associate or other affiliate, 
entourage or associate of any Player, or any other person who receives accreditation at a 
Para badminton Tournament at the request of the Player, any other Related Person or a BWF 
Member (including Member elected officials).  

Sport Class: There are six (6) Sport Classes (WH 1, WH 2, SL 3, SL 4, SU 5, and SH 6) in 
which Players are grouped together for a Tournament. Classification regulations determine 
the Sport Class for each Player. 

Tournament: Para Badminton Tournaments as defined in Regulations 2.2 to 2.8. 

Tournament Support Personnel: refers to any tournament director, owner, operator, 
employee, agent, contractor, tournament volunteer, technical official (Technical Delegate, 
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referee, umpire, line judge or other technical official), doctor, physiotherapist or any similarly 
situated person at a Tournament at the request of Tournament Support Personnel.  

Week: refers to a period of seven successive days, understood as beginning with Monday and 

ending with Sunday. 

1 PURPOSE AND APPLICABILITY OF THE REGULATIONS 

 

1.1.1 controls the game, from an international aspect, in all countries;  

1.1.2 makes regulations for international Tournaments as defined in these 

regulations; and 

1.1.3 Makes regulations applicable for Participants in all international 

Tournaments. 

 

 

 

 

2 EVENTS AND TOURNAMENTS 

BWF recognises the Events as defined in Regulation 2.1 and categories of 

Tournaments and other international matches defined in Regulations 2.2 to 2.8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tournament Name 

BWF Para Badminton World Championships 
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BWF World Circuit – 

Level 1 

Tournaments that are selected to be Level 1 

Tournaments. 

BWF World Circuit – 

Level 2 

Tournaments that are selected to be Level 2 

Tournaments.  

BWF World Circuit – 

Level 3 

Tournaments that are selected to be Level 3 

Tournaments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 SANCTION 

 

3.1.1 The governance of the sport of Para Badminton is organised in a pyramid 

structure, with BWF as the sole and exclusive international governing 

body, one Continental Confederation recognised as the sole and 
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exclusive governing body for each continent, and one Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation recognised as the sole and exclusive national 

governing body for each country where the sport is played. 

3.1.2 This pyramid governance structure is necessary to protect and promote 

the sport, for a number of reasons. In particular: 

3.1.2.1 The pyramid governance structure is vital to the regulatory 

integrity of the sport, enabling BWF, the Continental 

Confederations and the Members and Para Badminton 

Organisations to ensure the uniform application of rules 

protecting the sport and its stakeholders throughout the sport, 

wherever it is played, and to hold all participants accountable 

under those rules -- including anti-doping rules and other 

rules and regulations designed to protect participants and/or 

to preserve the integrity of the sport -- in a fair and transparent 

fashion. 

3.1.2.2 The pyramid governance structure is also vital to the proper 

organisation and conduct of the sporting calendar. BWF, the 

Continental Confederations and the Members and Para 

Badminton Organisations have the right and the responsibility 

to maintain and control the sporting calendar so as to ensure 

that Tournaments are organised and staged in a coordinated 

fashion that does not undermine but rather promotes and 

furthers the development of the sport as a whole. 

3.1.2.3 BWF seeks insofar as practicable to avoid fixture clashes so 

as to ensure that its Members and Para Badminton 

Organisations have Players fully available for the preparatory 

periods spent in the lead-up to BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments, and throughout the BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments themselves.  

3.1.3 Unsanctioned Tournaments threaten to undermine these fundamental 

sporting imperatives. 

3.1.3.1 They are not developed as an integrated and coordinated part 

of the official sporting calendar, in furtherance of the best 

interests of the sport as a whole. Instead they cut across that 

calendar and the imperatives it is designed to protect, 

including potentially clashing with BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments and thereby creating potential conflicts 

between different stakeholders that could be very damaging 

to the sport. 

3.1.3.2 They fall outside the jurisdiction of BWF, the Continental 

Confederations and Members and Para Badminton 

Organisations, and so the organisers of and participants in 

unsanctioned Tournaments are not properly accountable for 

compliance with the rules and regulations of the sport. This 

poses a significant risk to the sport, because the public is 

unlikely to appreciate fully the distinction between 

unsanctioned Tournaments and BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments, and so if problems occur in unsanctioned 

Tournaments the reputation of the entire sport will suffer, and 

public confidence in the ability of BWF, the Continental 

Confederations and Members and Para Badminton 
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Organisations to maintain the integrity of the sport will be 

undermined. 

3.1.4 This Regulation 3 therefore:  

3.1.4.1 confirms the right and responsibility of BWF, the Continental 

Confederations and the Members and Para Badminton 

Organisations to maintain and control the official sporting 

calendar of Tournaments; and 

3.1.4.2 penalise any Player or other individual who participates in any 

capacity in an unsanctioned Tournament as per Regulation 

3.5. 

3.1.4.3 require a Member: 

3.1.4.3.1 not to participate in unsanctioned Tournaments; 

and 

3.1.4.3.2 to prohibit participation by Players and other 

organisations and individuals under its jurisdiction 

in unsanctioned Tournaments, and to take 

disciplinary action against anyone that breaches 

that prohibition. 

 

3.2.1 For Tournaments owned by the BWF as defined in Regulation 2.2 the 

BWF will grant sanction and decide the time and location of the 

Tournament. 

3.2.2 For all Tournaments and competitive matches defined in Regulations 2.3 

to 2.5, the Member, Para Badminton Organisation or Continental 

Confederation must apply for and receive the sanction of the BWF. The 

BWF shall grant sanction to the Tournament in line with the Tournament 

Sanction Policy (BWF Statutes, Section 5.5.4). 

3.2.3 Tournaments defined in Regulations 2.2 to 2.5 shall collectively be called 

BWF Sanctioned Tournaments. 

3.2.4 For International Multi-Sports Games and Tournaments as defined under 

Regulation 2.4, BWF may accept sanction applications directly from the 

Multi-Sports Games owner or the NPC of the country where the 

International Multi-Sports Games and Tournaments are hosted 

3.2.5 Applying for sanction 

3.2.5.1 Applications may be granted on a conditional basis. In 

particular (but without limitation), BWF may specify that 

particular Tournaments must be played in accordance with 

and subject to BWF compliant codes of conduct, anti-

corruption rules, anti-doping rules and/or other rules or 

regulations. It shall be the responsibility of the Continental 

Confederation and/or Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation organising the Tournament to ensure 

compliance with that requirement. 

3.2.5.2 Any sanction granted under this Regulation 3 shall amount 

solely to recognition of the Tournament as a BWF Sanctioned 

Tournament and shall not amount to or be construed as 
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approval by BWF of any of the safety or security or other 

arrangements for the BWF Sanctioned Tournament. Instead, 

those arrangements shall remain the sole responsibility of the 

BWF Sanctioned Tournament organiser. 

3.2.5.3 Members, Para Badminton Organisations and/or Continental 

Confederations should not issue any formal invitations to 

participate in the Tournament unless and until all necessary 

sanctions have been granted and any relevant conditions 

have been satisfied. 

3.2.6 When considering whether or not to sanction a Tournament, BWF shall 

consider, without limitation, the following: 

3.2.6.1 Whether the organiser of the proposed Tournament has 

made a binding, unqualified and unconditional commitment to 

stage the Tournament in accordance with and subject to all 

applicable BWF regulations; 

3.2.6.2 Whether that commitment will be enforceable against the 

Tournament organiser, i.e., whether the Tournament 

organiser will be transparent and accountable to the BWF as 

regards its application and enforcement of those regulations 

in relation to all organisations and individuals participating in 

the Tournament; 

3.2.6.3 The maintenance and promotion of the health, safety and 

welfare of Players and by ensuring the safety and suitability 

of the venue(s) intended to be used for the proposed 

Tournament; 

3.2.6.4 The extent to which the proposed Tournament may be 

accommodated within the existing calendar of Tournaments 

without conflicting with or otherwise compromising (i) 

Tournaments already in the calendar, and/or (ii) agreements 

to which the BWF and/or one or more Continental 

Confederations or Members or Para Badminton 

Organisations is a party; 

3.2.6.5 The extent to which the proposed Tournament would have 

any meaningful role in the promotion and development of the 

sport or any other charitable or benevolent purpose; 

3.2.6.6 Any previous decision(s) by BWF regarding recognition or 

otherwise of any similar Tournament; 

3.2.6.7 The degree to which the proposed Tournament does or does 

not further the objectives of BWF; and 

3.2.6.8 any other factors that BWF consider relevant. 

3.2.7 Once a Tournament has been sanctioned as a BWF Sanctioned 

Tournament by BWF as per this Regulation 3.2 and included in the BWF 

international calendar, any changes to the date(s), venue(s), participants 

and/or format of that BWF Sanctioned Tournament requires the approval 

of BWF. 
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3.3.1 All Grade 2 and 3 BWF Para badminton Sanctioned Tournaments shall 

pay a sanction fee whenever determined by the BWF. Any fee will be 

communicated to potential hosts before tournaments are sanctioned. 

 

3.4.1 If, fewer than 120 days before the date of the Tournament any Grade 2 

BWF Sanctioned Tournament is cancelled, postponed the organiser shall 

pay the BWF a fee that is to be determined by the BWF.. The BWF may 

also withdraw sanction for the Tournament in question and for future 

Tournaments. Hosts are required to return any entry fees already paid by 

participants. 

3.4.2 Fewer than 30 days before the date of the Tournament, any Grade 2 BWF 

Sanctioned Tournament is cancelled or postponed the matter shall be 

referred to BWF for further penalties. The BWF shall consider imposing 

penalties which may include monetary penalty and / or future withdrawing 

or not granting sanction of Tournaments to that Member. Hosts are 

required to return any entry fees already paid by participants. 

3.4.3 Where, however, the BWF is satisfied that the Tournament cancellation 

or postponement was outside the control of the organisers due to force 

majeure (e.g. civil disturbance, natural disaster), the fees set out in 

Regulations 3.4.1 and 3.4.2 may be waived (to be determined by BWF in 

its sole discretion). 

3.4.4 The BWF reserves the right to have or not to have jurisdiction in 

connection with any Tournament promoted directly or indirectly by 

unaffiliated organisations. 

3.4.5 BWF is not liable for any claims, actions, damages, costs or expenses of 

any nature whatsoever, including but not limited to injury or loss to person 

or property, arising out of or in any way related, directly or indirectly, to a 

particular BWF Sanctioned Tournament. It is recommended that the 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation and/or Tournament organisers 

purchase proper insurance to cover their potential legal liability.  

 

3.5.1 Members and Para Badminton Organisations shall allow Players under 

their jurisdiction to compete only in Tournaments sanctioned by the BWF 

or one of its Members or Para Badminton Organisations. 

3.5.2 No Player shall participate in a Tournament or exhibition matches which 

are promoted or organised by an individual or company (or other 

organisation) unless it has been sanctioned by the Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation concerned (for domestic Tournaments) or the 

BWF (for international Tournaments) in accordance with Regulation 3.2.  

3.5.3 Any Player who infringes this regulation shall be liable for a suspension 

or a penalty as stipulated in Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF 

Statutes, Section 2.6). During any period of ineligibility, the relevant 

Member may not select the ineligible Player to participate in any capacity 

in any BWF Sanctioned Tournament and any selection made despite this 

prohibition may be declined by BWF. 

3.5.4 A Member must, to the greatest extent permitted by applicable law: 

3.5.4.1 not participate in any way in any unsanctioned Tournament; 
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3.5.4.2 prohibit the participation by organisations, Players, technical 

officials, umpires, coaching or management staff, and other 

individuals under its jurisdiction in any unsanctioned 

Tournament; 

3.5.4.3 take prompt and effective disciplinary action against any 

organisation, Player, technical official, umpire, coaching or 

management staff, or other individual under its jurisdiction 

who fails to comply with the Regulation 3.5.4.2; 

3.5.4.4 recognise and give effect within its own jurisdiction to any 

restriction, exclusion or ineligibility imposed on an 

organisation or individual by another Member for failure to 

comply with the Regulation 3.5.4.2 prohibition; and 

3.5.4.5 make it a condition of eligibility for any organisation or 

individual from another Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation wishing to participate in any Tournament played 

under its jurisdiction that the organisation or individual in 

question has not participated in any unsanctioned 

Tournament in the twelve months prior to the Tournament in 

question. 

3.5.5 BWF shall have the right to impose such sanctions on Members in breach 

of Regulation 3.5 as it shall see fit in all of the circumstances of the case 

at hand, including reprimand or fine and/or suspension or withholding of 

grants or subsidies from Members or Para Badminton Organisations, 

exclude teams from one or more Tournaments and remove or deny 

accreditation to officers or other representatives of the relevant Member 

or Para Badminton Organisation. 

3.5.6 The BWF has power to vary the requirement of Regulation 3.5 at its sole 

discretion, provided an application giving reasons is made. 

4 TOURNAMENT AND PLAYER RIGHTS/OBLIGATIONS 

Tournaments 

 

 

4.2.1 The BWF Sanctioned Tournament Rights shall automatically vest in the 

BWF. 

4.2.2 It is the intention of BWF that the ownership of the BWF Sanctioned 

Tournament Rights shall subsequently be shared as follows: 

Tournament 

defined  

in GCR  

Grade of 

Tournament 

Ownership of BWF Sanctioned Tournament 

Rights owned by and the extent of ownership 

2.2 Grade 1 
Determined by the BWF regulations / 

contracts associated with each Tournament. 

2.3 Grade 2 
Retained by BWF as per BWF World Circuit 

host contract. 

2.4 Grade 3 Continental Championships:  
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• All rights granted to the Continental 

Confederation for Continental 

Championships, except for purposes 

retained by BWF under the PBGCR 

or when the championships are 

directly managed by the BWF. 

 

Multi-Sport Games: 

 

• All rights retained by BWF and may 

be granted at its sole discretion. 

  

2.5 – 2.8 

Other 

international 

Tournaments 

All rights granted to the promoting Member 

or Para Badminton Organisation, except for 

purposes retained by BWF under the 

PBGCR.  

 

4.2.3 Members should note that the split of ownership of the BWF Sanctioned 

Tournament Rights as set out in Regulation 4.2.2 is subject to change as 

BWF formulates the relevant contracts and BWF shall provide Members 

with reasonable notice of any such changes. 

 

 

 

Participants in BWF Sanctioned Tournaments 
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BWF 

 

5 JURISDICTION, PLAYER ENTRY REGISTRATION AND PENALTY 

 

 

5.2.1 A Player comes under continued jurisdiction of a Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation for a period of twelve months after ceasing to reside in the 

country of that Member. 

5.2.2 After the twelve-month period stipulated in Regulation 5.2.1 above, jurisdiction 

to that Member shall lapse unless the Player implicitly (e.g. by participation in 

the Member’s activities) continues to accept that jurisdiction, or explicitly 

declares a wish to accept that jurisdiction. 

5.2.3 A Player who represents a Member or Para Badminton Organisation (the 

qualifications for which are set out in Regulation 6.3) automatically comes 

under the jurisdiction of that Member or Para Badminton Organisation for 

twelve months thereafter. 
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5.6.1 Entry into a Tournament can only be done by the Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation where the Player is registered with BWF as a 

Registered Player for Entry. The eligible Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation to enter a Registered Player for Entry is the Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation country shown for the Player on the World 

Ranking unless no Tournaments has been played. 

5.6.2 Any Players not being a Registered Player for Entry with a Member or 

Para Badminton Organisation must be registered with and approved by 

BWF as a Registered Player for Entry by a Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation having jurisdiction over the Player, before entry into any 

BWF Sanctioned Tournament is possible. 

5.6.3 A Player can be registered with any Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation, but only one Member or Para Badminton Organisation at 

any time as a Registered Player for Entry and the Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation can thereby enter the Player in BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments. A Player may also transfer registration of where the Player 

is registered as a Registered Player for Entry from one Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation to another on the condition that BWF have been 

informed in the format required by BWF (Player Transfer Form) and 

subject to Regulations 5.6.4, 5.6.5 and 5.6.6. 

5.6.4 Regulation 5.6.3 applies except: 

5.6.4.1 until and unless another Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation objects; 

5.6.4.2 for Tournaments under the International Representation 

regulations (Regulation 6); 

5.6.5 A Member or Para Badminton Organisation can object as per Regulation 

5.6.4.1 in the following way: 

5.6.5.1 a Member can object or refuse to sign the Player Transfer 

Form (Regulation 5.6.3) if it has been registered with BWF as 

the Member eligible to enter the Player. In such a case, the 

Player will be ineligible to enter BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments for a period of maximum three months after 

which the Player can transfer to another Member, or 

5.6.5.2 a Member or Para Badminton Organisation can object, but 

must produce evidence that the Player concerned was under 

contract to it or one of its regional associations or clubs. In 

this case: 

• The BWF will review the contract and consider the 

Player’s observations before deciding if the contract is 

enforceable. 

• If the contract is accepted as enforceable, the Player 

will be barred from entry to BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments for the period specified in the contract 

(or until the terms of the contract have been adhered 

to, if the contract provides for possible Player 
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movement). However, the maximum period of 

ineligibility to enter BWF Sanctioned Tournaments will 

be 12 months, regardless of the contract’s provisions. 

The Player will hereafter be able to transfer to another 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation. The 12 

months period is calculated from the date at which the 

transfer request was made to the Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation. 

5.6.6 From the time of the first registration or transfer of a registration of a 

Player, the Player cannot transfer registration to another Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation for at least three months.  

5.6.7 Where a penalty is imposed on a Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation which prevents Players from participating in BWF 

Sanctioned Tournaments, the BWF may allow Players from this Member 

or Para Badminton Organisation to participate under a “Neutral BWF 

Nationality Flag” under such conditions as decided by the BWF. For the 

purpose of these regulations (e.g. in connection with national separation 

rules) if two or more Players from the same Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation is entered under a “Neutral BWF Nationality Flag”, then 

these Players will be treated as coming from the same Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation. Other entries of Players under a “Neutral BWF 

Nationality Flag”, but coming from different Members or Para Badminton 

Organisations will be considered as entries from different Members or 

Para Badminton Organisations. 

5.6.8 The BWF may also allow Players classified as refugees or stateless 

persons, as defined by the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), to 

participate under a “Neutral BWF Nationality Flag” under such conditions 

as decided by the BWF. 

 

5.7.1 Purpose 

Registered Players for Entry may at any time renounce to such status by 

submitting a deregistration notice in the form required by the BWF. 

Deregistration shall be effective once such notice has been received by 

the BWF. 

5.7.2 Automatic Effect 

Registered Players for Entry shall also be automatically deregistered after 

104 weeks not participating in BWF sanctioned Tournaments. 

5.7.3 Consequences 

Players who deregister shall: 

5.7.3.1 Cease to be considered as Registered Players for Entry by 

any Member or Para Badminton Organisation. 

5.7.3.2 Continue to be bound by BWF Statutes. 

5.7.4 Return to Competition 

Players who wish to return to competition after deregistration shall: 

5.7.4.1 Give a notice period of three months to the BWF. 
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5.7.4.2 Be considered for inclusion in the BWF Registered Testing 

Pool or the Testing Pool; and  

5.7.4.3 If such return is earlier than 12 months after deregistration: 

5.7.4.3.1 If they want to be registered to a Member other 

than where they were last registered, obtain 

consent of the Member where they were last 

registered in the format required by BWF (Player 

Transfer Form). 

5.7.4.4 If required, attend classification following advice from BWF 

Head of Classification. 

 

5.8.1 Purpose 

Players may at any time retire from all involvement in badminton 

competitions under the framework of the BWF by submitting a retirement 

notice in the format required by the BWF. Retirement shall be effective 

once such notice has been received by the BWF. 

5.8.2 Consequences 

Players who retire are no longer bound by the BWF Statutes, except as 

otherwise stated in the BWF Judicial Procedures in relation to potential 

breaches that happened while they were Covered Persons. 

5.8.3 Return to Competition 

Players who wish to return to competition after retirement shall: 

5.8.3.1 Give notice to the BWF as per article 5.7 of the BWF Anti-

Doping Regulations (BWF Statutes, Section 2.3); and  

5.8.3.2 Comply with the requirements applicable to return to 

competition after deregistration (Regulation 5.7.4). 

5.8.3.3 If required, attend classification following advice from BWF 

Head of Classification. 

6 INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATION* 

 

6.1.1 Currently, the BWF has specified the following Tournaments counting as 

International Representation: 

• BWF Para Badminton World Championships 

• Paralympic Games 

• Continental Multisport Games 

• Commonwealth Games 

• Continental Championships 

 



BWF Statutes, Section 5.5: Para Badminton General Competition Regulations      Page 15 of 44 

 

6.3.1 Holds a passport in one of the following ways: 

6.3.1.1 Has not represented any other Member for three years 

immediately preceding the date of the Tournament, and 

either: 

a) Holds a passport of a country whose territory the 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation has 

jurisdiction over; or 

b) Holds a passport of a country, where such passport is 

the generally accepted passport of the territory the 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation has 

jurisdiction over (e.g. Players from New Caledonia 

holding a French passport); or 

c) A Player who is a national of two or more countries at 

the same time may represent either one of them, as 

the Player may elect. However, after having 

represented one country the Player may not represent 

another country unless the Player meets the 

conditions set forth in Regulation 6.3.1.1 that apply to 

Players who have changed their nationality or 

acquired a new nationality; or 

d) Has been registered under that Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation as a “Registered Player for 

Entry” (Member name shown for the Player on the 

World Ranking for a period of minimum 3 years 

immediately preceding the date of the Tournament. 

 

 

 

7 ONLINE ENTRIES AND CONTROL OF ENTRIES 

 

7.1.1 For BWF Sanctioned Tournaments, as defined in Regulations 2.2 to 2.4 

an entry of Player / pair must be made by the Member or Para Badminton 



BWF Statutes, Section 5.5: Para Badminton General Competition Regulations      Page 16 of 44 

Organisation under which the Player is registered to be entered as a 

Registered Player for Entry by midnight local time of the BWF 

Headquarters on the closing date (see Section 5.5.3 of the BWF Statutes 

for closing dates timeline for different Grades and Levels of Tournaments) 

in the manner specified by the BWF. The Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation submitting the entries shall specify their National ranking 

order. 

7.1.2 Where the entries are sent using the BWF online entry system, after the 

closing date, the BWF Online Entry System will send an Entry 

Confirmation to all participating Members and Para Badminton 

Organisations confirming the receipt of final entries. This confirmation is 

the conclusive evidence of receipt of entries before the deadline. The 

Members shall contact BWF immediately if such confirmation is not 

received by Wednesday by noon BWF Headquarters time (+08.00 GMT) 

following close of entries. Any objection to the entries should be notified 

to BWF.  Following the close of entries if no objection is received by BWF 

by Thursday 23.59 hours BWF Headquarters time (+08.00 GMT) the 

entries shall be deemed to be correct. No complaints / objections shall be 

entertained thereafter. 

 

 

7.3.1 are not under the jurisdiction of a Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation of the BWF; or 

7.3.2 have been declared not in good standing with that Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation. 

 

 

7.5.1 Tournament organisers may limit the number of entries from a country, 

where the BWF, Continental Confederations and / or Members or Para 

Badminton Organisations are allowed to set qualification standards and 

procedures for entry of Players (Regulation 5.6); and may limit the 

number of total entries accepted into a Tournament to accommodate the 

size of the Tournament (Regulations 13.1 and 13.8). 

7.5.2 Refusal of entries by a Tournament organiser for any reason other than 

that there are too many entries to be accommodated (Regulations 12.1 

and 12.5) requires the specific written permission of the BWF. 
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7.6.1 A Player is deemed to have entered, for the purpose of this regulation, if 

the entry has been made and not been withdrawn by the Member, by 

midnight local time of the BWF Headquarters on the closing date. Any 

subsequent withdrawal by a Player / pair accepted in the main or 

qualifying draw of the Tournament will not allow the Player / pair to enter 

in any other Tournament with overlapping dates. If discovered pre-

tournament, the Player / pair will not be permitted to play in any of the 

Tournaments in that Week. If discovered after the Tournament, the 

penalty will be loss of any world ranking points earned by the Player / pair 

in those Tournaments. 

 

 

7.8.1 Entries in Singles must be made for a specific Sport Class or Combined 

Sport Class. The entries are restricted to: 

7.8.1.1 Sport Class WH 1: to players classified WH 1 

7.8.1.2 Sport Class WH 2: to players classified WH 1 or WH 2 

7.8.1.3 Sport Class SL 3: to players classified SL 3 

7.8.1.4 Sport Class SL 4: to players classified SL 3 or SL 4 

7.8.1.5 Sport Class SU 5: to players classified SL 3, SL 4, or SU  5 

7.8.1.6 Sport Class SH 6: to players classified SH 6 

7.8.2 Entries for Doubles must be made for a specific Sport Class or Combined 

Sport Class. The entries are restricted to: 

7.8.2.1 MD, WD and XD Sport Class WH 1-WH 2 (Maximum class 

point of 3): (WH 1/WH 1 or WH 1/WH 2) 

7.8.2.2 MD Sport Class SL 3-SL 4 (Maximum class point of 7): (SL 

3/SL 3 or SL 3/SL 4) 

7.8.2.3 WD and XD Sport Class SL 3-SU 5 (Maximum class point of 

8): (SL 3/SL 3, SL 3/SL 4 or SL 3/SU 5, SL 4/SL 4) 

7.8.2.4 MD Sport Class SU 5: (SL 3/SL 3, SL 3/SL 4, SL3/SU5, SL 

4/SL 4, SL 4/SU 5 or SU 5/SU 5 

7.8.2.5 MD, WD and XD Sport Class SH 6 

7.8.3 Entries may be changed by the classification. 

7.8.4 Players with higher impairment that enters to play in a lower impairment 

class (i.e. WH 1 entering WH 2 or male SL 3 – SL 4 pair entering MD SU 

5) can be moved to play in the event of their own class by the referee 

and/or technical delegate during draw management at the tournament. 

This applies when the event of their own class requires additional entries 
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to fulfil regulation 11.1.3 to run official competition with world ranking 

points  

 

7.9.1 Re-entries are accepted after the final results of classification are 

published and until a deadline announced by the Technical Delegate, 

provided they are made in writing by a team official (by both team officials 

in case of doubles with players from different teams) to the Technical 

Delegate and they otherwise comply with the entry regulations. 

7.9.2 Such re-entries can only be: 

7.9.2.1 A player already entered in the Tournament can be entered 

into an additional event. 

7.9.2.2 Two Players already entered as a pair can be separated and 

handled as entries with partner wanted. 

7.9.2.3 Two Players entered with partner wanted can be paired. 

7.9.3 Re-entries will be added to the draw for which they are accepted. 

 

7.10.1 Entries for doubles must come from both partners or be confirmed by both 

partners; otherwise the entry shall be treated as two entries with partner 

wanted. 

7.10.2 Entries for doubles with partner wanted, including re-entries, will be 

paired by lot by the referee. 

7.10.3 An entry for doubles, or a re-entry, with partner wanted that gets no 

partner drawn by lot will be put to the same event in a less handicapped 

class, provided this is in accordance with the conditions stated in the 

invitation and his team official accepts. 
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7.15.1 Teams are allowed to submit withdrawals after the final results of 

classification are published and until a deadline announced by the 

Technical Delegate, provided they are made in writing by a team official 

(by both team officials in case of doubles with players from different 

teams). 

7.15.2 A maximum penalty of USD 150 per player/per pair applies if 

teams/players withdraw after this given period.  

If it is determined that only one player from a pair is the cause of a 

withdrawal, the full amount of the penalty applies for that particular player. 

8 PLAYER AGE LIMITS IN TOURNAMENTS 

 

 

9 MEMBERS’ AND PARA BADMINTON ORGANISATIONS’ RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 

TOURNAMENTS AND PLAYERS 

 

 

9.2.1 To be eligible to enter and compete in Tournaments, all Players must be 

in good standing with their Member or Para Badminton Organisation.  A 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation may declare a Player under its 

jurisdiction to be ineligible to compete, but the reasons for such 

declaration and the period of ineligibility must be reported to the BWF. 

9.2.2 Members and Para Badminton Organisation shall have full responsibility 

for any support (financial or otherwise) received by Players under their 

jurisdiction for the purposes of preparation and competition. 

9.2.3 Members and Para badminton Organisations shall accept and deal with 

all prizes paid in cash under Regulations 27.3 and 27.4. 
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9.2.4 Members and Para Badminton Organisations shall also supervise or 

administer any sponsorship, contractual or other arrangements entered 

into, or involving Players under their jurisdiction. 

9.2.5 Members and Para Badminton Organisations shall ensure that Players 

adhere to all regulations of the BWF, including the Players’ Code of 

Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.4)  

9.2.6 Members and Para Badminton Organisation are responsible for any entry 

and/or accommodation fees payable to tournament hosts. 

 

9.3.1 For all Grade 1 and 2 BWF Sanctioned Tournaments, every Member and 

Para Badminton Organisation shall appoint a Team Manager before the 

Tournament. 

9.3.1.1 In default of such appointment, the Players present at the 

Tournament shall choose their own Team Manager.  

9.3.2 From the time of arrival at the venue, the Team Manager shall assume 

all administrative and other responsibilities on behalf of the relevant 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation and all the Players and team 

officials in connection with the conduct of the Tournament. 

9.3.3 For all Grade 1 and 2 Tournaments the Team Manager must attend any 

briefing meeting called by the Referee and / or by the Committee of 

Management.  Where there is a failure to comply, Regulation 31 shall be 

applied. 

9.3.4 Members and Para Badminton Organisations shall ensure that their 

coaches and team officials adhere to the Coaches and Educators Code 

of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.6). 

10 INVITATIONS AND TOURNAMENT PROSPECTUS 

 

10.1.1 Name of Tournament organiser, telephone and e-mail address; 

10.1.2 Venue: full name and address of the Tournament venue; 

10.1.3 Key Dates – dates of the Tournament, closing date for entries, M&Q 

release date, draw date, date for withdrawal without penalty, ranking 

dates to be used for M&Q and seeding (main and qualifying draws (if 

applicable) & draws; 

10.1.4 Link for online entry; 

10.1.5 Entry fees and the process for payment of the entry fees; 

10.1.6 Draw sizes; 

10.1.7 Prize money, including the distribution break down and any withholding 

tax (if necessary); 
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10.1.8 Provisional schedule; 

10.1.9 Availability of practice facilities – duration and available timing; 

10.1.10 Make reference to clothing and advertising regulations; 

10.1.11 Hotel booking and payment procedure;  

10.1.12 Visa support letter request process and any special information; 

10.1.13 Transportation information from point of arrival and between official hotels 

and venue; 

10.1.14 Name and email address for Referees; and 

10.1.15 Shuttle brand and model. 

 

11 THE DRAW 

 

11.1.1 The draw for Grade 2 tournaments are done by the BWF in accordance 

to Section 5.5.3 Timelines for Para Badminton Tournaments. 

11.1.1.1 The draw for Grade 2 Level 1 are done by the BWF before 

the competition dates. 

11.1.1.2 The draw for Grade 2 Level 2 and 3 are done by the BWF the 

day before competition begins at the tournament location. 

11.1.2 Para badminton competitions shall be structured as group play, followed 

by a knock-out draw, subject to sufficient entries for each event and sport 

class. 

11.1.3 If entries are not sufficient for a group draw followed by a knock-out draw, 

a single group format shall apply. 

11.1.4 A draw is made only for events with four (4) or more entries (players/pairs) 

presenting two (2) or more countries. A doubles entry consisting of 

players from two (2) countries counts for two (2) countries for the draw. 

11.1.5 If there are less than four (4) entries or less than two (2) represented 

countries, the Sport Classes for an event will be combined based on 

Section 5.5.1 Para Badminton Combinations Chart  

11.1.6 Where there are insufficient entries for a draw, combinations of male and 

female players from the Sport Classes shall be permitted based on 

Section 5.5.1 Para Badminton Combinations Chart except at Grade 2 

Level 1 tournaments. 

11.1.7 If Regulation 11.1.4 cannot be fulfilled by any combination of classes in 

Regulation 11.1.6 the affected Players shall not play officially in that event 

in the tournament in question. They shall however be allowed to compete 

in an unofficial event for the purposes of participation and practice without 

receiving any official medals, awards or any BWF Para badminton 

ranking points. 
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11.1.8 Where combinations occur where the more impaired class (or 

combination of classes) had sufficient Players / Pairs in the draw, both 

classes are mentioned in the title of the event (e.g. the combination of 

WS WH 1 with five (5) Players from three (3) nations with WS WH 2 with 

two (2) Players is titled WS WH 1 + WH 2). 

Where combinations of occur between men’s singles (MS) and women’s 

singles (WS) the combined event is titled singles (S). 

Where combinations occur between men’s doubles (MD) and women’s 

doubles (WD) or mixed doubles (XD) the combined event is titled doubles 

(D). 

11.1.8.1 The Players from the more impaired Sport Class will receive 

prizes as if there has been no combination made (e.g. winner, 

runner-up and one 3rd place in WS WH 1). Such Players will 

receive only one prize for one event (MS, WS, MD, WD, XD) 

in one tournament which shall mean the prize with the highest 

ranked position (e.g. if a Player finishes 2nd in a combined 

WH 1/WH 2 event and is the best of five (5) competing WH 1 

players, they will receive the 1st place reward). In this 

situation there will be two winners of the WS WH 1/WH 2 

combined event. 

11.1.8.2 There may be additional play-off matches between the 

Players from the more impaired classes according to the rules 

of the class to determine the Players’ prizes in Regulation 

11.1.8.1. 

11.1.9 When men’s doubles, women’s doubles, or mixed doubles are combined 

in a doubles event, all Players get ranking points for the combined event 

only. These points will be tabulated for Players of a men’s doubles in the 

men’s doubles ranking list, for Players of a women’s double in the 

women’s doubles ranking list and for a Players of a mixed double in the 

mixed doubles ranking list. 

11.1.10 When men and women are combined in a singles event, all Players get 

ranking points for the combined event only. These points will be tabulated 

for Players of a men’s singles in the men’s singles ranking list, and for 

players of a women’s singles in the women’s singles ranking list 

 

11.2.1 If there are only four (4) or five (5) entries (Players/pairs) in one event, a 

group system is played without any additional matches. 

11.2.2 If there are more than five (5) entries (Players/pairs) or more than five (5) 

entries (Players/pairs) are achieved by a combination of Sport Classes 

the event must be organised in preliminary rounds with groups of three 

(3) or four (4) Players/pairs (larger groups are not permitted) and a final 

round played as knock-out system. 

11.2.3 Where there are sufficient entries to satisfy Regulation 11.2.3 the 

competition format for round robin and knock-out stages shall follow 

Table 1. 

11.2.4 For events described in Regulation 11.2.3 only the first and second 

Player/pair of each group shall qualify for the knock-out rounds. 
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11.2.5 Where byes are required in the first round of the knock-out system, the 

byes shall be placed in the draw according to Table 1. 

 

11.3.1 In all Grade 1 and 2 BWF Sanctioned Tournaments, the seeding shall be 

done by the BWF.   

11.3.2 In all Grade 3 BWF Sanctioned Tournaments and Continental 

Championships, the seeding shall be done by the Continental 

Confederation to which the host country belongs unless the BWF directly 

manages the competition. 

11.3.3 In all Multi-sport games requiring sanction by the BWF, the seeding shall 

be done by the BWF or the Continental Confederation as decided by 

BWF. 

11.3.4 Seeding for the Sport Classes of the event described in Regulation 11.2.3 

shall be done using the latest Para badminton World Rankings as 

published at the time the draw is conducted. In each event, the entry 

which is ranked highest shall be seeded number 1, and the next highest 

number 2, and so on until all seeds required by Regulations 11.3.6 and 

11.3.7 are decided. 

11.3.5 If there are two (2) or more Sport Classes combined in an event with more 

than five (5) entries (described in Regulation 11.2.3) there shall be two 

(2) seeded entries per group. 

11.3.5.1 The first seed in each group shall come from the least 

impaired Sport Class. 

11.3.5.2 The second seed in each group shall come from the next least 

impaired Sport Class and the position of the seed shall be in 

reverse order from the first seed (e.g. with three (3) groups, 

number 1 seed of second highest Sport Class goes to Group 

C, number 2 goes to Group B and number 3 seed goes to 

Group A). 

11.3.6 There shall be one seeded entry per group (with exception Regulation 

11.3.5) in an event described in Regulation 11.2.3 as follows: 

Group A: Seed: 1 

Group B: Seed: 2 

Group C: Seed: 3/4 

Group D: Seed: 3/4 

Group E, F, G, H: Seed: 5/8 

Group I, J, K, L, M, N, O, P: Seed: 9/16 

 

11.3.7 Players in Singles events can only be seeded if they have a Para 

Badminton World Ranking. A pair for doubles events can be seeded 

according to Para Badminton World Rankings, adjusted or notional 

rankings. 

11.3.8 Before implementing Regulation 11.3.4 in doubles events, the Para 

Badminton World Ranking of each pair shall be modified to determine 
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entry and seeding purposes when Regulations 11.3.8.1 or 11.3.8.2 

applies. 

11.3.8.1 If two Players do not have a World Ranking as a pair but at 

least one Player has a World Ranking with other partners, a 

notional ranking is calculated for the pair. An average (the 

“notional” average) is taken of the highest World Ranking 

points scored by each of the two Players with other partners. 

This notional average is converted into the total notional 

points for the pair by multiplying by 3 and taking 80%. The 

notional points are used to determine a notional ranking. 

11.3.8.2 If the two Players have a World Ranking as a pair but have 

competed in fewer than four tournaments included in the 

World Ranking an adjusted ranking is produced by taking the 

pair’s World Ranking points and adjusting as follows: 

Number of tournaments 

played 

Adjust by multiplying 

by: 

1 8 / 3 

2 8 / 5 

3 8 / 7 

 

11.3.8.3 When the World Ranking of a pair is the same as the notional 

points of another pair, for the purpose of entry into the 

competition and to determine the M&Q list, the pair with the 

World Ranking will be ranked higher in the M&Q list. 

When the World Ranking of a pair is the same as the adjusted 

points of another pair, for the purpose of entry into the 

competition and to determine the M&Q list, the pair with the 

World Ranking will be ranked higher in the M&Q list. 

When the notional ranking points of a pair is the same as the 

adjusted ranking points of another pair, for the purposes of 

entry into the competition and to determine the M&Q list, the 

pair with the adjusted ranking will be ranked higher in the 

M&Q list. 

When there are two or more pairs with the same adjusted 

ranking points, for the purpose of entry into the competition 

and to determine the M&Q list, the pair with the higher World 

Ranking will be ranked higher in the M&Q list. If both pairs 

have the same World Ranking, a random draw will be 

conducted to determine order in the M&Q list. 

When there are two or more pairs with the same notional 

ranking points, for the purpose of entry into the competition 

and to determine the M&Q list, a random draw will be 

conducted to determine order in the M&Q list.  

11.3.8.4 A notional or adjusted ranking is used for a pair to achieve a 

seeding maximum in the second half of the seeds with the 

exception of when applying Regulation 11.3.8.4. Second half 

of the seeds means in case of: 
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2 seeds: seed 2 

3 seeds: seed 2 and seed 3 

4 seeds: both seeds 3/4 

5 seeds: both seeds 3/4 and seed 5 

6 seeds: one seed 3/4 and both seeds 5/6  

8 seeds: all four seeds 5/8 

10 seeds: three of the four seeds 5/8 and both seeds 9/10 

12 seeds: two of the four seeds 5/8 and all four seeds 9/12 

16 seeds: all eight seeds 9/16 

11.3.8.5 If a pair’s total Para Badminton World Ranking points from 

less than 4 tournaments together allocates them a seeding in 

the first half of the seeds, adjusted rankings do not apply for 

the pair. 

Explanation and example of the Para badminton notional and 

adjusted ranking can be found in BWF Statute 5.5.7 – 

Adjusted & Notional Ranking for Para Badminton. 

11.3.9 There is no seeding for an event where there is only group play. 

 

11.4.1 In an event described in Regulation 11.2.3 the positions in the knock-out 

table for the winners of the groups are as detailed in Table 1. 

Group winners and runners up shall be decided in accordance with 

Regulation 16.2 and 16.3. 

 

11.5.1 The winners of group C, D… will be drawn by lot to the described 

positions in Table 1. 

11.5.2 The Players / pairs finishing the groups in second place will be drawn by 

lot to the free positions (named “new draw” in Table 1) of the final knock-

out system. 

No Player / pair finishing second in a group shall play against the winner 

of their group in the first round of the knock-out system with exception of 

events with 9, 10 or 11 Players / pairs. 

 

11.6.1 The five (5) runners up from the groups will be re-drawn to the six (6) 

remaining free positions for the re-draw after the re-draw for E1. One 

position will then result as “bye”. 
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11.7.1 In an event described in Regulation 11.2.2 Players / pairs from one 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation shall be separated to the extent 

possible respecting Regulation 11.3  

11.7.2 If two or more Players / pairs from one Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation are in one group in an event in Regulation 11.2.1 (four or 

five entries) two Players / pairs of that Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation must play each other in the first round of the group. 

11.7.3 If three Players / pairs from one Member or Para Badminton Organisation 

are in one group in an event described in Regulation 11.2.1 the matches 

between these three Players / pairs must be set to the first three rounds. 
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11.7.4 There is no nationality separation of Players / pairs in a knock-out draw 

after group play. 

11.7.5 Players / pairs qualified to the knock-out system from the same group in 

an event described in Regulation 11.2.2 are separated for the first round 

of the knock-out system with the exception described in 11.5.2  

11.7.6 For the purposes of Regulations 11.7.1 – 11.7.5, a pair from two different 

Members shall be regarded as not coming from any particular Member 

 

11.8.1 In all Grade 1 and 2 BWF Sanctioned Tournaments, the seeding shall be 

done by the BWF.   

11.8.2 In all Grade 3 BWF Sanctioned Tournaments and Continental 

Championships, the seeding shall be done by the Continental 

Confederation to which the host country belongs unless the BWF directly 

manages the competition. 

11.8.3 In all Multi-sport games requiring sanction by the BWF, the seeding shall 

be done by the BWF or the Continental Confederation as decided by 

BWF. 

 

 

 

11.11.1 When the number of playing units is 4, 8, 16, 32, 64, 128 or any higher 

power of 2, they shall meet in pairs in the order drawn, as in Diagram 1 

(Technical Diagrams and Tables (BWF Statutes, Section 5.3.8) for eight 

playing units. 

11.11.2 When the number of playing units is not a power of 2, there shall be byes 

in the first round.  The number of byes shall be equal to the difference 

between the next higher power of 2 and the number of playing units, (e. 

g. with 17 playing units, there are 32-17 = 15 byes). 

11.11.3 The byes shall be placed as in the Technical Diagrams and Tables (BWF 

Statutes, Section 5.3.8), Tables 1 to 7 and Diagram 2. 
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11.8.1 The resulting notional ranking as in Regulation 11.3.5.2 or adjusted 

ranking as in Regulation 11.3.5.3 is used to determine the seeding 

position. 

11.8.2 A pair may have a seeding from one to four on the basis of any Para 

Badminton World Ranking but a seeding no higher than five based on 

any notional ranking and / or adjusted ranking. This only applies in the 

main draw. However, if the number of Players / pairs having world ranking 

is less than the permissible number of seeding places, the remaining 

seeding places can be based on the notional or adjusted world ranking. 

 

11.14.1 A maximum of 16 seeds if there are 64 or more entries; 

A maximum of eight seeds if there are 32 to 63 entries; 

A maximum of four seeds if there are 16 to 31 entries; or 

Two seeds if there are less than 16 entries. 

See draw structures in the Technical Diagrams and Tables (BWF 

Statutes, Section 5.3.8), Table 1-6. 

11.14.2 The seeded entries shall be selected as the highest ranked in the Event 

at that time. 

 

11.15.1 number 1 placed at the top of the draw; and 

11.15.2 number 2 placed at the bottom of the draw. 

11.15.3 Seeded entries shall be placed as detailed in the example draw in 

Diagram 2. Seeded entries in the top of the draw are placed at the top 

half of their sections (e.g., eighths or sixteenths), and in the bottom half 

of the draw at the bottom of their sections. 

 

 

11.17.1 Numbers 3 and 4 drawn by lot to the remaining two quarters of the draw. 

11.17.2 Numbers 5 to 8 drawn by lot to the remaining eighths of the draw. 

11.17.3 Numbers 9 to 16 drawn by lot to the remaining sixteenths of the draw. 

 

12 QUALIFYING 
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Principle of qualifying 

 

Determination of main draw, or reserve list for entries received 

 

Excess entries for the main draw 

 

13 WITHDRAWALS, PROMOTIONS AND SUBSTITUTIONS 

 

13.1.1 If a vacancy arises in the main draw before the order of play for the first 

day(s) has been published, the highest-ranked entry on the reserve list 

and available (as described in Regulation 12.3) can be placed in the 

vacancy. Where more than one vacancy arises, the relevant places shall 

be filled by drawing lots 

13.1.2 Players/pairs can decline promotion from the reserve list to the main draw 

(for Events without a qualifying competition) and will not be considered 

withdrawn. 

 

 

 

 

13.5.1 to enable the remaining player to have a substitute partner from any 

Member or Para Badminton Organisation provided the constitution of no 

other pair is affected; 

13.5.2 to enable the remaining Players from two original pairs both affected by 

a withdrawal to partner each other. 

13.5.2.1 In this situation, if one of the original pairs has drawn a bye, 

that place in the draw shall be filled by the new pair; otherwise 

the place to be filled shall be drawn by lot 
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13.5.2.2 If the original pairs were placed in pools of different sizes (i.e 

4 and 3) the new pair shall be placed in the smaller pool; 

otherwise the place to be filled shall be drawn by lot. 

14 WITHDRAWAL FEES 

 

14.1.1 Where such withdrawal is made no later than the Monday immediately 

preceding the draw no penalty is involved. 

14.1.2 Any withdrawal after the Monday immediately preceding the draw for any 

reason whatsoever, renders the Member concerned liable to a withdrawal 

fee, due to the inconvenience caused by the withdrawal, of: 

14.1.2.1 Grade 1 Tournaments: 

14.1.2.2 Players / pairs shall pay to BWF a withdrawal fee as stated in 

the Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF Statutes, Section 

2.6).  

14.1.2.3 Grade 2 Tournaments:  

14.1.2.4 Players / pairs shall pay to BWF a withdrawal fee as stated in 

the Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF Statutes, Section 

2.6).  

14.1.2.5 Grade 3 Tournaments:  

14.1.2.6 Players / pairs shall pay to the organisers, Continental 

Confederation and BWF a withdrawal fee as stated in the 

Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF Statutes, Section 2.6).  

14.1.3 Where there is a withdrawal of 10 or more Players by one Member or 

Para Badminton Organisation in any given Tournament the penalty as 

specified in the Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF Statutes, Section 

2.6) shall apply. The BWF Disciplinary Committee will consider whether 

any additional penalty to that listed in Regulation 31 (Penalties) is 

applicable. 

14.1.4 In group play, a ‘no show’ for a match or retiring from a match in a 

tournament shall be treated as a walkover to the opponent and shall not 

prevent a Player / pair from competing in another event in the same 

tournament. 

14.1.5 In Grade 2 Level 1 Tournaments, if a Player retires or withdraws from an 

Event at any stage of the competition after the draw has been made, the 

Player must be withdrawn from all other events in which the player is 

entered. In Grade 2 Level 2 Tournaments and Grade 2 Level 3 

Tournaments, if a player retires or withdraws from an Event in the 

knockout round, the Player must be withdrawn from all other Events in 

which the Player is entered.  

14.1.6 Retiring or withdrawing in a tie in a Team Tournament means that the 

Player shall be withdrawn from all subsequent matches in that tie and 

cannot be substituted. 
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Article 14.1.6 applies for withdrawals in Team Tournaments, 

14.1.6.1 If a Player or pair (not reported as withdrawn) fails to turn up 

in time for a match, the Referee may declare a ‘no show’ and 

award the match as a walk over to the opposing Player or 

pair. 

14.1.6.2 A ‘no show’ for a match in a Tournament shall be treated as 

a withdrawal, but will carry a higher penalty than a withdrawal 

in addition to the existing withdrawal fee. 

14.1.7 Responsibility for the administration of withdrawals and penalties is 

allocated as per the following table. All responsible organisations shall 

observe the same principles as the BWF. 

Tournament  Responsible Other arrangements 

Grades 1, 2, and 3  BWF  

Paralympic Games  BWF and IPC responsible 

Continental Multi-sport 

games  
 

Responsibility assigned as 

decided by the BWF. 

Commonwealth Games  
Responsibility assigned as 

decided by BWF. 

14.1.8 The payment of withdrawal fees shall be collected by the BWF and the 

amount shall be forwarded to the Tournament organisers after US$ 50 

per withdrawal is retained by BWF except as follows: 

14.1.8.1 If the Player was entered by the Member or Para Badminton 

Organisation under whose jurisdiction the competition was 

held, the whole payment shall be retained by the BWF. 

14.1.8.2 For Grade 1 Tournaments the whole withdrawal fee is 

retained by the BWF. 

14.1.8.3 For Grade 2 Tournaments US$ 50 is retained by the BWF. 

14.1.8.4 For Grade 3 Tournaments (Continental Championships) US$ 

50 shall be forwarded to the Tournament organisers, US$ 50 

to the Continental Confederation and US$ 50 retained by the 

BWF. If the Player was entered by the Member under whose 

jurisdiction the competition was held, the payment has to be 

equally divided between the BWF and the Continental 

Confederation. 
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15 REDRAWS 

 

 

 

15.3.1 an error has been made in the control of entries (Regulation 7.1) or 

making the draw (Regulation 11); or 

15.3.2 The format of the main draw is no longer compliant with the number of 

confirmed players/pairs. 

15.3.3 In exceptional circumstances if a particular main draw has been rendered 

severely imbalanced, provided there is no qualifying; or 

15.3.4 In the application of substitutions as described in Regulations 13.5. 

 

16 RANKING IN TOURNAMENTS PLAYED IN GROUPS 

 

 

16.2.1 Ranking in individual Tournaments will be established by the number of 

matches won. 

16.2.2 If two Players / pairs have won the same number of matches, the winner 

of the match between them will be ranked higher. 

16.2.3 If three or more Players / pairs have won the same number of matches, 

ranking will be established by the difference between total games won 

and total games lost, with greater difference ranked higher. 

16.2.3.1 If this still leaves two Players / pairs equal, the winner of the 

match between them will be ranked higher. 

16.2.4 If three or more Players / pairs have won the same number of matches 

and are equal in the difference between total games won and total games 

lost, ranking will be established by the difference between total points won 

and total points lost, with greater difference ranked higher. 

16.2.4.1 If this still leaves two Players / pairs equal, the winner of the 

match between them will be ranked higher. 

16.2.4.2 If three or more Players / pairs are still equal, then ranking will 

be established by drawing lots. 

16.2.5 If illness, injury, disqualification or other unavoidable hindrance or 

withdrawal prevents a Player / pair completing all the group matches, all 

the results of that Player / pair shall be deleted. Retiring during a match 

shall be considered to be not completing all group matches. A Player / 
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pair not completing all the pool matches cannot be the winner or runner 

up of the group. 

16.2.6 A Player / pair is entitled to prizes according to the confirmed result in the 

respective Event of the Tournament results actually obtained before any 

withdrawal due to injury. 

 

16.3.1 Article 16.3 of Section 5.1 General Competitions Regulations applies for 

team tournaments. 

16.3.2 A team is entitled to prizes according to results actually obtained before 

any withdrawal or disqualification. 

17 MANAGEMENT OF TOURNAMENTS 

 

17.1.1 The Referee shall be in overall charge of the Tournament with an 

exception of duties allocated to the Technical Delegate by this regulation, 

when a Technical Delegate is appointed. 

17.1.2 The Referee or a deputy shall always be present in the hall during the 

playing of matches. 

 

 

17.3.1 ensuring that the conduct of the Tournament is in accordance with the 

Laws of Badminton, the regulations of the BWF and any other regulations 

pertinent to the particular Tournament; 

17.3.2 In consultation with the Technical Delegate, to approve combinations of 

Sport Classes, confirming the seeding and conducting the draw. 

17.3.3 ensure that the Players are given facilities and playing conditions of 

adequate standard and safety, including apply the relevant requirements 

according to the Specifications for International Standard Para 

Badminton Facilities (BWF Statutes, Section 5.5.2). 

17.3.4 approval of the schedule of play and practice schedule; and 

17.3.5 overall control of the Tournament and ensuring that there is an adequate 

panel of technical officials of requisite ability and appropriate international 

representation. 

17.3.6 There shall be no appeal against the decision of a Referee. 

17.3.7 The Referee must submit to BWF a Referee’s report, which includes a 

withdrawal report and any appropriate on-court/off-court penalty reports 

(Players, or teams in the case of team competitions, who withdrew from 

the Tournament after the date specified for withdrawals without fees, or 

who did not appear (no show)) at the latest two weeks after the last day 

of the Tournament. 
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17.7.1 For the BWF Sanctioned Tournaments the shuttles shall conform to the 

requirements specified in the Specifications for International Standard 

Para badminton Facilities (BWF Statutes, Section 5.5.2) for the different 

Grades/Levels of Tournaments, and the name of the brand to be used in 

the prospectus. 

17.7.2 No rationing of shuttles per match must be allowed, and all shuttles used 

must be a charge against the tournament and not against the Players 

concerned. 

 

17.8.1 For the BWF Sanctioned Tournaments the Competition, warm up and 

practice court requirements shall conform to the requirements specified 

in Section 5.5.2 of the BWF Statutes for the different Grades/Levels of 

Tournaments. 

17.8.2 The practice schedule must be approved by the Referee in advance of 

the Tournament. 

18 ADVERTISING IN THE PLAYING AREA 

 

 

The Court 
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18.8.1 Post Pole 

Each post pole can have a maximum of two identical emblems on the 

pole. Each emblem must face an end of the court, be flush with the 

surface of the post and be 30 centimetres high or less and three 

centimetres broad or less. 

18.8.2 Base of Post 

Each base of the post can have a maximum of three emblems of the 

same brand. These must be flush with the surface of the base of the post 

and be 30 centimetres high or less. 

 

19 VIRTUAL IMAGING OR ADVERTISING 

Use of any virtual imaging or advertising on the TV signal at BWF Sanctioned 

Tournaments is not permitted without prior written approval of the BWF except where 

rights are granted to Continental Confederations or other promoting organisations. 

20 PLAYER AND COACH CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT 
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20.4.1 Advertising regulations for Player shirts govern Coach jackets and/or 

shirt. 

20.4.2 Advertising regulations for Player shorts and skirts governs Coach pants. 

 

 

 

21 COLOUR OF PLAYERS’ CLOTHING 
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22 DESIGNS ON PLAYERS’ CLOTHING 

 

 

 

 

23 LETTERING ON PLAYERS’ CLOTHING 

 

 

23.2.1 Lettering shall be in capital letters in the Roman alphabet (except as in 

Regulation 23.5.2), and in one single colour contrasting with that of the 

shirt. 

23.2.2 If there is a pattern on the back of the shirt, the lettering should be on a 

contrasting panel. 

23.2.3 In order that the Player’s name can be seen from a distance for spectators 

in the stadium and television viewers, lettering must be a minimum height 

of six centimetres and a maximum height of 10 centimetres.  

23.2.4 The country name must be a height of five centimetres.  

23.2.5 Lettering should be horizontal, or as close to horizontal as practically 

possible, and placed near the top of the shirt. 
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23.5.1 The sequence on the shirt from top to bottom shall be Player Name (if 

present), country name (if present), and advert (if present). 

23.5.2 Lettering is also allowed when it forms part of an advert permitted by 

Regulation 24, and falls wholly within the permitted dimensions.  Such 

lettering can then be in any alphabet. 

24 ADVERTISING ON PLAYERS’ AND COACHES’ CLOTHING 

 

 

24.2.1 A maximum of one advertisement may appear on each of the following 

locations; left sleeve, right sleeve, left shoulder, right shoulder, left collar, 

right collar, right chest, left chest and centre chest. The shoulder is 

defined as the visible part of the shoulder on the front of the shirt. There 

must be no more than five advertisements in total and National flags or 

emblems for the purpose of this regulation count as advertisements.  

Each advertisement, including National flags or emblems, must be 20 

square centimetres or less.  

24.2.1.1 One advertisement is allowed on a compression/support 

sleeve as substitute for the advertisement allowed in 

Regulation 24.2.1 on the right sleeve (for 

compression/support sleeve worn on the right arm), or on the 

left sleeve (for compression/support sleeve worn on the left 

arm). 

24.2.2 In addition to the above, one BWF mark may be worn in the form of a 

non-commercial emblem, as defined by BWF from time to time (e.g. BWF 

logo, integrity campaign logo or similar). The mark must not exceed 20 

square centimetres and must follow the definition of the mark outlined by 

BWF. The mark can appear on any of the following locations not already 

used for advertising or a national flag or emblem: left sleeve, right sleeve, 

left shoulder, right shoulder, left collar, right collar, right chest, left chest 

and centre chest. 

24.2.3 One advertisement contained in a band of uniform width not exceeding 

10 centimetres on the front and one advertisement not exceeding five 

centimetres on the back. Such a band may be at any angle and may be 

on the front of the shirt, the back of the shirt, or both. 

24.2.4 If, in the BWF’s sole judgment, there is a clash between the content of 

the advertising in Regulation 24.2 and the Tournament sponsors or the 

TV broadcasters, or if the content of the advertising would infringe local 
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laws or be considered offensive, then the BWF may limit advertising on 

the shirt in Regulation 24.2. 

 

24.3.1 Each sock may carry two advertisements (including manufacturers’ 

logos/emblems) of 20 square centimetres or less. The total number of 

advertisements allowed on each leg/foot is just two should a Player or 

Coach wear a compression/support sock or compression/support pants 

(full leg) as well as a regular sock. 

24.3.2 Advertising on shoes is accepted subject to the make and model of shoe 

being made available in the open market. 

24.3.3 Each other article of clothing may carry one advertisement of 20 square 

centimetres or less. 

24.3.3.1 One advertisement is allowed on compression/support shorts 

(those not defined as ‘underclothing’ in 24.3.4) or 

compression/support pants (full leg) as substitute for the 

advertisement allowed in 2.4.3.3 

24.3.4 Clothing worn under Player or Coach shirts, shorts, skirts or dresses, 

shall be known as ‘underclothing’ and not categorised as ‘articles of 

clothing’, and if visible must not display advertising. 

24.3.5 Advertising for tracksuits for prize presentation ceremonies is governed 

by Regulation 24 as follows: Regulations for shirts govern tracksuit 

jackets; and Regulations for shorts govern tracksuit pants. 

24.3.6 Players competing in wheelchairs are required to attend prize giving 

ceremonies in their wheelchairs. 

24.3.7 Additional equipment for Para badminton, such as wheelchairs, prothesis 

and crutches may carry identification of the manufacturer as generally 

used on products sold. 

24.3.8 Manufacturers may not put a BWF logo on any equipment without prior 

written approval from the BWF. 

24.3.9 Players wearing gloves are restricted to having one manufacturer’s 

emblem of a maximum size of eight square centimetres per glove. 

 

24.4.1 Members or Para Badminton Organisations may use an area not 

exceeding fifty square centimetres on their Players’ or Coaches’ shorts or 

lower part of dresses or skirts. 

24.4.2 The area shall be used for a Member’s or Para Badminton Organisation’s 

logo or an advertisement for a Member’s or Para Badminton 

Organisation’s sponsor provided it conforms to Regulation 24.5. 

24.4.3 If the Member or Para Badminton Organisation does not use such area, 

that area shall not be utilized for any other advert. 

24.4.4 If Players or Coaches wear Member or Para Badminton Organisation 

advertising on their shorts or skirts, or lower part of dresses at a 

Tournament this must be the advertising permitted by the BWF. All 

Players or Coaches from the same Member or Para Badminton 
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Organisation in a Tournament do not have to wear advertising on their 

shorts, skirts, or lower part of dresses. 

24.4.5 Any Member or Para Badminton Organisation wishing to use this type of 

advertising must have written permission from the BWF for doing so. 

BWF will invite the Members and Para Badminton Organisations to seek 

permission in January, but a Member or Para Badminton Organisation 

can seek separate permission at any time during the year. Any 

permission must be sought and given a minimum of two months before a 

Tournament. 

 

24.5.1 The advertisements in Regulations 24.2, 24.3 and 24.4 may be the 

clothing manufacturer’s emblem or that of any sponsor.  

24.5.2 Each advertisement shall only be of one organisation or product. 

24.5.3 The advertisements shall not contain any political, religious messages or 

anything which is not a commercial brand, registered mark or trade mark 

(e.g. I don’t have a sponsor, I am nice, etc.). 

24.5.4 Players may not display any tattoo, paint, taping, transfer or similar 

means (which are not on clothing) which is illegal, defamatory or 

commercial in nature or which otherwise carries an assertive political or 

religious message. 

24.5.5 Advertising of tobacco and electronic cigarettes (e.g. vaping) related 

companies and products is prohibited. 

24.5.6 Technology marks related to the material on clothing or similar are 

allowed at a maximum of 10 square centimetres or less.  

25 CLOTHING REGULATIONS FOR UMPIRES WHERE A UNIFORM HAS NOT BEEN 

PROVIDED 

 

 

25.2.1 The umpires are to bring their own uniform, consisting of black pants or 

skirt, a black collared shirt with pocket, black socks, and black shoes. 

25.2.2 Only one manufacturer’s logo and one additional advertisement are 

allowed on the shirt and each logo must not be larger than 20 square 

centimetres. 

25.2.3 If, in the BWF’s sole judgment, there is a clash between the content of 

the advertising in Regulation 25.2.2 and the Tournament sponsors or the 

TV broadcasters, or if the content of the advertising would infringe local 

laws or be considered offensive, then the BWF may limit advertising on 

the shirt. 

25.2.4 Only one BWF, Continental Confederation, or Member logo, as 

appropriate, is allowed on the shirt. This logo is reflective of the level of 

accreditation or certification achieved by the respective umpire, and 
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provided to the umpire by the respective organisation. This logo must not 

be larger than 20 square centimetres. 

26 RESULTS 

 

 

27 PRIZE MONEY 

 

 

 

 

 

27.5.1 In a Tournament where the total prize fund is US $75,000 or more, and 

Grade 2 Tournaments, all prizes must be paid in accordance with 

Regulations 27.5.2 to 27.5.6. 

27.5.2 All prize money must be paid to the BWF (for Grade 2) or Continental 

Confederation (for Grade 3, Continental Championships or where 

applicable) within three weeks of the end of the Tournament.  Upon 

receipt, the BWF or Continental Confederation shall, without delay, remit 

the appropriate amounts to the Members of the Players concerned. 

27.5.3 If prize money is not received by the BWF or Continental Confederations 

after three weeks, an interest surcharge of 0.25% per week on any 

outstanding amount will be added to the total prize money due, where this 

interest to accrue on the first day of each succeeding week that the 

payment is outstanding. 

27.5.4 Proof of payment of withholding tax must be supplied to the BWF or 

Continental Confederations within nine months of the Tournament or 

sanction of future Tournaments may be withdrawn. Individual withholding 

tax certificates in appropriate legal form in each Player’s name shall be 
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issued along with such proof of payment, so that the Player will be able 

to take credit of such withholding tax, if allowable, in his country. 

27.5.5 The BWF or Continental Confederations shall not have any responsibility 

for paying to Members or Para Badminton Organisation any prize money 

that have not been paid in accordance with Regulation 27.5.2. 

27.5.6 Any prize money earned by a Player in BWF Sanctioned Tournaments 

and paid to a Member, must be paid in full by the Member to the Player 

without delay and latest after four weeks of receipt by the Member, unless 

the Member and the Player have made a mutual agreement about 

payment schedule and/or deduction by the Member against the prize 

money. 

28 DIVISION OF PRIZE MONEY 

 

28.1.1 If offered, prize money must be distributed to all official world ranking 

events at a tournament. 

28.1.2 Equal distribution of prize money for male and female when similar events 

are played with the exception of clause 28.1.3  

28.1.3 If an event has less than six (6) entries, only the 1st and 2nd place winner 

will be awarded prize money. 

 

 

29 INTEGRITY 

 

 

30 WORLD RANKING SYSTEM 

The BWF will implement and modify the Para Badminton World Ranking System 

according to Section 5.5.9. of the BWF Statutes. To be eligible for World Ranking points 

the Player / pair must have achieved a confirmed result in the respective Event of the 
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Tournament. For the purpose of this regulation a confirmed result can be achieved 

through winning via a walk over or losing through retiring, while having a bye position in 

the first match is not considered having achieved a confirmed result. 

31 PENALTIES 

 

 

• Players’ Codes of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.4); 

• Coaches and Educators Code of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.6); 

• Technical Officials Code of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.5); 

• Table of Offences and Penalties (BWF Statutes, Section 2.5); 

• Code on the Prevention of the Manipulation of Competitions (BWF Statutes, 

Section 2.4). 

 

 

• Players’ Codes of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.4); 

• Coaches and Educators Code of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.6); 

• Technical Officials Code of Conduct (BWF Statutes, Section 2.2.5). 

 

 

 

 

31.8.1 The Participant being imposed the penalty and his/her Member or Para 

Badminton Organisation may request a review of the penalty within 10 

days of reception of the penalty. 

31.8.2 Where requested under Regulation 31.8.1, the penalty shall be reviewed 

by the Secretary General. Subject to Regulation 31.9, the finding of the 

Secretary General shall be final and binding. 
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31.9.1 Where appealable, review decisions may be appealed as Administrative 

Fines under the BWF Judicial Procedures (BWF Statutes, Section 3.1). 

31.9.2 Where the Sports Disciplinary Panel is satisfied that the offence causing 

the penalty did not occur, was outside the control of the Participant, due 

to force majeure, or for any other reason beyond the control of the 

Participant, the penalty may be waived. 

31.9.3 The following penalties and fees are not appealable: 

• All breaches of the Players’ Code of Conduct with an associated fine 

of $500 USD or less; 

• All breaches of the Coaches’ and Educators Code of Conduct with an 

associated fine of $500 USD or less; 

• All breaches of GCR Regulations 20-24 (Player Clothing) with an 

associated fine of $500 USD or less; 

• All Yellow Cards; 

• All Red Cards; and 

• All Withdrawal Fees. 

32 IMPLEMENTATION, MODIFICATION AND PENALITIES 

 

 

 


